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The Beehive, a weekly founded in 1862. He was the most
serious opponent of the Junta, and the only one with a London
reputation. But it would be a grave mistake to attribute to
him Socialist views, or a class-struggle philosophy. He and his
supporters, when cross-questioned, adopted the same political
views as the Junta. " In political matters," he wrote of himself
later, "Mr. Potter is an ardent Liberal.53
The beginnings of class-conscious Socialism which had
appeared among the later Chartists had utterly faded away;
Owenism had died before its founder; Christian Socialism had
only had a shadowy existence. The old-fashioned unionist in
fact merely preferred industrial conflict to industrial peace
because he had never thought about the matter, and preferred
slack organizations without centralized friendly benefits and
run by the local lodges because he was used to carrying on his
business in public houses. It is difficult to campaign for such
a programme; it is no wonder that Potter was reduced to
personal vituperation, at which his antagonists were fully his
equals.
The dissension between the two principles interfered with
Labour unity throughout the kingdom, and is preserved to-day
in the convention which makes the Trades Union Congress of
1868 the first which is "recognized" in official numbering, just
as kings are left unnumbered before 1066. It 'would be more
reasonable to begin in 1864, with the national Trade Union
Conference summoned by Alexander Campbell to consider the
oppression caused by the Master and Servant Act. This the
Junta attended, but, disliking the policies of the northern
Unions, henceforward withdrew and concentrated its influence
on the Conference of Amalgamated Trades (founded in 1867),
summoned for a purpose which will shortly be described, and
entirely under its direction. A second Trade Union Conference
met at Sheffield in 1866; the Junta boycotted it and did not
even reply to its request that the London Trades Council call
another for 1867. Potter was delighted to step into their place
and call it for them. Thirty-three Unions attended, including
a half-dozen of some weight. Its proceedings greatly annoyed
the Junta. The next conference (1868, Manchester) is the first
"official" conference, and the next (Birmingham, 1869)